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VIEWS AND REVIEWS:
Children's Literature
By JANE M. BINGHAM
Censorship of controversial children's literature books was the subject
of a joint workshop given in November
by the National Council of Teachers of
English and and Children's Book
Council.

Bright April, The Cay, and The Story
of Doctor Doolittle have been objected to because of racial slurs
embodied in the text and/or illustrations. The violence in Bang, Bang!
You 're Dead and the sadism in The
Charles Addams Mother Goose are also
objected to by many people.

Do you realize that the following
books have at one time or another
been taken off library shelves in many
What do you do with controversial
places?
books and issues in the classrooms? Do
you feel the public schools have an
In The Night Kitchen - Sendak
obligation to help children learn to
The Rabbits' Wedding - Williams read and think critically? If so, can
Little Black Samba - Bannerman these skills be fully developed through
Sylvester and the Magic Pebble - the exclusive use of non-controversial
Steig
materials? I think not. Children need
The Long Secret, and Harriet the to be made aware of varying points of
Spy - Fitzhugh
view and need to have their own values
I'll Get there, It Better Be Worth clarified. I am not proposing brainthe Trip - Donavan
washing or sensationalism, but I do
The Pigman - Zindel
suggest that the literature read in the
Uncle Remus - Harris
classroom be examined critically and
Bright April - DeAngeli
discussed in light of what the children
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory know about themselves and others.
- Dahl
Bang, Bang! You're Dead - FitzIf you wonder what to say to
hugh
parents who object to certain books
The Cay - Taylor
found in your school or classroom
The Charles Addams Mother Goose library, it may be helpful to refer to
-Addams
the School Library Bill of Rights,
The Story of Doctor Doolittle - which is based on the American
Lofting
Library Association's Library Bill of
Rights, which asserts that the responsiThe reason for censorship varies bility of the school library is:
from school to school and library to
To provide materials that will
library. Sendak's In the Night Kitchen
enrich and support the curriculum,
has been banned because a male child
is pictured naked. People have protaking into consideration the varied
interests, abilities, and maturity
tested Steig's animal fantasy Sylvester
levels of the pupils served
and the Magic Pebble because pigs are
policemen. Books such as Little Black
To provide materials that will
Samba, Charlie and the Chocolate
stimulate growth in factual knowFactory, The Tales of Uncle Remus,
39

ledge,
literary
appreciation,
aesthetic values, and ethical standards.
To provide a background of information which will enable pupils to
make intelligent judgments in their
daily life
To provide materials representative
of the many religious, ethnic, and
cultural groups and their contributions to our American heritage
To place principle above personal
opinion and reason above prejudice
in the selection of materials of the
highest quality in order to assure a
comprehensive
collection
appropriate for the users of the
library. 1
It seems that the classroom teacher,
too, has an obligation to help pupils
realize the principles found in the Bill
of Rights and to provide the children
with access to a book collection as
described in the Library Bill of Rights.

* * *
Some new books that you might
want to order for your classroom or
school library are:
Julie of the Wolves by Jean Craighead
George. (Harper) Ages 9-12.
1973 Newbery Award Winner.
The Funny Little Woman illustrated
by Blair Lent. (Dutton) Ages 5-9.
1973 Caldecott Award Winner.
King Grislay -

Beard illustrated by
Maurice Sendak. (Farrar) Ages
7-10.
Based on a Grimm's fairy tale. A
comic interpretation.

1

Taken from: Meeting Censorship in
the School: A Series of Case Studies,
(p. 38) by John Hove, Chairman.
National Council of Teachers of
· English, 508 South Sixth Street,
Champaign, Illinois 61820 (Copyright
1967).
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The Dead Tree by Alvin Tresselt.
(Parents) Ages 5-9.
Regeneration of life in nature is
beautifully celebrated.
Nomi ant the Magic Fish: A Story
from Africa by Phumla. (Doubleday) Ages 8-10. African variant of
Cinderella told by fifteen year old
author.
It's Not The End of the World by Judy
Blume. (Bradbury) Ages 9-13.
Problem novel of a child experiencing her parents' divorce.
Aloneness by Gwendolyn Brooks
(Broadside) Ages 5-8.
Poetic treatment of the difference
between being alone and being
lonely.
Fannie Lou Hamer by June Jordan.
(Crowell) Ages 7-10.
Biography of a courageous black
woman.
W.E.B. DuBois: A Biography by
Virginia Hamilton. (Crowell) Ages
7-10.
Long overdue account of DuBois
genius and struggle.
Songs of the Dream People: Chants
and Images from the Indians and 1
Eskimos of North America by
James Houston. (Atheneum) Ages
10-14.
Verses rich with the magic of words
and ritual.

* * *
If you have not yet read Daniel

Fader's The Naked Children, treat
yourself! It is a marvelous testimonial
to the fact that children do want to
learn and do like to read literature, if
they are given a fair chance.

* * *
An addition has been made to the
W. C. Brown Company's Literature for
Children Series. The new paperback is

titled Children's Literature in the
Dunbar by Paul Laurence Dunbar.
Curriculum by Mary Montebello. It is
(Apollo) Grades 3-8.
filled with suggestions for incorporating children's books into various I Feel the Same Way by Lillian Moore.
facets of the elementary school cur(Scholastic) Grades K-4.
riculum. Ruth Carlson's Enrichment
Ideas is another book in the series that
is especially helpful to teachers who ·
Want to do something different this
want to emphasize more literature in summer? Why not attend a Children's
their classroom.
Literature Conference?

•••

•••

The Seventh Intermountain Conference on Children's Literature will
be held at the University of Utah from
August 20-24, 1973. Address inquiries
to:

There are several paperback editions of poetry books that you may
wish to purchase for your professional
library. Several poems ·a day keep the
"blahs" away!

Elliott D. Landau
Department of Education
University of Utah
Salt Lake City, Utah 84112

Piping Down the Valleys Wild by
Nancy Larrick. (Dell Yearling)
Grades 1-6.

The fourth conference on Children's Literature will be held from
June 18-22, 1973 at Fort Hays Kansas
State College. William Armstrong,
author of Sounder and Sour Land, and
Sharon Bell Mathis, author of Sidewalk Story and Teacup Full of Roses,
will be among the participants.

On City Streets by Nancy Larrick.
(Bantam Pathfinder) Grades 1-6
Nursery Rhymes From Many Lands by
Rose Fyleman. (Dover) Grades K-3.
It's a New Day by Sonia Sanchez.
(Poems for young brothas and
sistuhs) (Broadside) Grades 3-8.

For further information write to:

Far and Few by David McCord. (Dell)
Grades 1-6

Donna J. Harsh
Conference Director
Fort Hays Kansas State College
Hays, Kansas 67601

The Complete Poems of Paul Laurence

(Jane Bingham is on the faculty in the
School of Education at Oakland
University.)
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